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St. Joseph's National School Spring Newsletter ,
X X

Term: January - Easter Break (Friday 27™ March)

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We hope you enjoy our new newsletter which will inform you of all that has been happening in the school
recently as well as highlight important upcoming events in the school.

Please save this newsletter for future reference or stick it up on the fridge if needs bel!
Parents will be reminded of upcoming events on Aladdin, please ensure both parents can access Aladdin. It is
the main portal for communication with the school. If parents have difficulty accessing Aladdin please contact

the school.

Remember to check in with our website for recent news. Our calendar section on the website is particularly
useful for checking important dates and school closures.

We are awaiting confirmation for some dates of upcoming events. These have been requested and will be issued
to parents via Aladdin as soon as we get them.

Thank you for your continued support as we begin 2026.

Dates for your Diary

e Curriculum Training Day (School Closed): Tuesday 20™ January.

o Parent Teacher Meetings: Wednesday 28™ and Thursday 29™ January. School will close at 2pm both
days.

e Swimming for Senior Infants and 3™ Class: Friday 16™ January for 8 Weeks (last lesson on Friday 13™
March).

e Ficheall Chess Tournament for participating children from 3"-6™ class: Thursday 29™ January

e Credit Union Quiz: TBC

e Bank Holiday Monday: Monday 2™ February.

e Marion Keane Basketball Tournament: Thursday 12™ February at 10AM in Ennistymon Community Centre
for participating children (5™ and 6™ class).

e Concertina Cruinnit: Starts Friday 13™ February (for the weekend)

e Midterm break: Thursday 19™ and Friday 20°" February.

e First Confession: Thursday 5™ March.

e Book Fair: Wednesday February 25™ - Wednesday 4™ March.



e World Book Day: Thursday March 5™.

¢ Open evening for incoming Junior Infants: Thursday 12™ March 6 - 7:30PM

e 5 aside soccer (Senior Classes): TBC

e Cycle right training (5™ and 6™ class): Thursday 5™ and 12™ March

e  St.Patrick's Day Parade: Tuesday 17™ March (Theme TBC)

o Easter Draw: Wednesday 25™ March

o Tin Whistle Recital: Thursday 26™ March (time tbc)

o Easter Holidays: School closes at 12PM on Friday 27™ March, reopening on Monday 13™ April.
e Communion: Saturday 18™ April

e Confirmation: Friday 24™ April

Swimming

e Senior Infants and 3™ class begin their swimming lessons this Friday 16™ January.

e Weare one of the few schools who offer swimming to Junior Infants who will begin their lessons in the
next block.

e Thanks to Lahinch Leisure Centre for their high quality delivery of swimming lessons.

Communication With School
Phone Number: 065-7084414
E-mail: of fice@stjosephsmm.ie
Website: www.stjosephsmm.ie

Please ensure that Trish in the school office has up to date contact details on file for all parents of our
students and ensure that you have access to Aladdin. Please read all notices on Aladdin.

School Calendar
All information about school closures and other important dates (such as school fours and Graduation) can be
found by visiting our website www.stjosephsmm.ie and clicking on the ‘Calendar’ tab.

Enrolment
Enrolment for 2026/7 school year is now open. Please spread the word.

This year we have streamlined our application process. Prospective pupils must now apply online via our website
www.stjosephsmm.ie and by clicking on the ‘enrolment’ tab.

This year we have brought forward our annual open day for Junior infants. The open day will take place before
the Easter break on Wednesday 12™ March.

Traditional Music Classes
Music classes for 157-6™ classes with Brid O'Donoghue continue.

This is the last term for tin whistle classes. We hope to have a tin whistle recital on Thursday 26™ March.
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A fee of €10 per child is now payable which will cover the remaining cost of the classes. This is in addition to
€30 which covered classes from the end of September until now.

Remember practice makes perfect. Please encourage your child to practice daily to maximise the benefit of
Brid's classes.

Christmas Service and Trip to Pantomime

We had a beautiful Christmas service led by Father Donagh. Sincere thanks o Ms Lynch and Ms Cotter for
organising the music, and to Brid Donoghue for planning the tin whistle performances, all of which contributed
to a truly special and memorable occasion for our school community.

We had a wonderful time attending the pantomime of Little Red Riding Hood at the Limetree Theatre. The
children and staff thoroughly enjoyed the performance, making it a fun and memorable outing for everyone
involved.

Sports and Extra Curricular activities
e We wish all our pupils the very best as they prepare for the upcoming Marion Keane Basketball
tournament and the FAI 5 aside soccer tournament.

e Good luck to our Ficheall participants who will take part in a non-competitive chess tournament at the
end of the January. This is the first time the school has participated in a competition like this and look
forward to taking part!

e Well done to our under 13 and under 11 quiz teams who will represent the school in the upcoming Credit
Union Quiz in Ennistymon. Dates and times are yet to be finalised

e Cycle right training will commence for 5™ and 6™ class pupils in March

Bi Cinealta

Our school has adopted Bi Cinedlta as part of our commitment to promoting a positive, respectful, and inclusive
environment for children, parents, and staff. Bi Cinedlta supports children's wellbeing by encouraging kindness,
empathy, and positive relationships, while also providing clear and consistent approaches to behaviour that help
children feel safe and supported. By working in partnership with parents, we aim to foster a caring school
community where every child’'s emotional wellbeing is nurtured, voices are valued, and positive behaviour is
encouraged both in school and at home.

Agree to Agree and use of smart phones/devices

Before Christmas we undertook a survey with the pupils of 2nd to 6th class as part of the Agree to Agree
project. We are currently collating the data from this survey and hope to survey parents soon. The overall aim
of the Agree to Agree project is to come up with an agreement at the end of the current school year regarding
online safety for our pupils.

The school is aware that some parents (primarily of older pupils) have decided to allow their child access to an
internet enabled device. In rarer cases the school is aware that some pupils have access to social media
accounts such as Snapchat, Instagram and TikTok. I would like to remind parents that in Ireland the Digital
Age of consent is 16. Although these apps allow access from age 13, no child should be able o have such an
account. It is parent’s prerogative and responsibility to monitor children's online activity.



Until the Agree to Agree project has been completed, T would ask parents who have decided to allow their
primary school aged child access to an internet enabled device to have regular conversations with their child
about what they do online. Children who communicate with other children online should be mindful of how
messages sent are open to interpretation, that photographs should never be taken, sent or edited without
permission and to be kind when online.

Children do not have permission to bring any phone, or internet enabled device (e.g. a smartwatch) to school. If
a child is found with such a device, it will be confiscated and parents will have to pick it up,

Finally, if you are a parent who has not yet purchased a phone or internet enabled device for your child, I would
ask you as parents to discuss or consider if it is necessary to do so before secondary school. If a child needs a

phone to contact their parents, consider a phone that can send or receive calls or texts but not a smart phone.

Thank you for your continued support and for your attention on this matter.

Pedestrian Crossing/Road Safety

Our newly installed raised Zebra crossing and colourful pencil bollards have been a great addition to the school.
Nonetheless, I would ask all parents and pupils to exercise extreme care when exiting vehicles and crossing the
road in the morning and when collecting pupils from school. We can never be too careful.

For children cycling to school please wear a high-vis jacket/bag cover and helmet. High-vis jackets are available
at school for any child who needs one.

School Attendance

Under the Education Welfare Act 2000 you must make sure that your child attends school regularly. If your
child is absent from school for any reason you must send in a note of absence to the school. There is a legal
obligation on schools to report absences of 20 days or more to TUSLA (Child and Family Agency).

Green Schools
We are continuing with our Green Schools initiatives for the 2025-2026 school year. Ms. Cotter would like o
share some upcoming activities with you.

Firstly, as part of the bottle return scheme, we would encourage families to send in any eligible bottles. These
bottles will be returned and recycled at local shops, and all funds raised will go directly tfowards school funds.

As part of our Green Schools work, Ms Cotter has begun a new body of work focusing on rainfall, precipitation,
and pH levels. We have now installed a rain gauge in the biodiversity garden, and rainfall will be measured over
the coming weeks. These measurements will be recorded on a physical chart. In addition, pH levels will be
recorded fwice weekly, also on a physical chart.

A sincere thank you to Rosie and Thomas from Fifth and Sixth Class, who are helping with this project. The
data collected will also be submitted online to our global partners.

We also hope to plant some window boxes later in the year when weather conditions improve

Used Batteries and Stamps

As part of our Green Schools policy the school is constantly recycling batteries and stamps. Please send in any
used batteries or stamps and we will recycle them. Thank you to everyone who recycles batteries with us. Our
large school container was collected recently. This collection helps raise money for Barretstown.




Hot School Lunches

The Lunch Bag have introduced a New Year Taste Takeoff, designed to boost engagement and encourage
children to explore and enjoy a wider variety of meals in a positive way. They will also be introducing a new
Monthly Special to the menu each month. This small but impactful change helps keep lunchtime fresh,
encourages variety and gives children something new to look forward to regularly.

Some school children have enquired about 'swapping lunches’ with other children. Or have asked Karla to swap a
lunch. This is not always possible. I would encourage parents to discuss their child's lunch with them, and to log
into the lunchbag app and edit their menu choices. There is a wide variety of foods with something for
everyone. If a parent has mislaid their log in details please contact the school by email and we will forward it on
to you.

Forever friends Pre - School

Two pre-school spaces have now become available for Forever friends Pre-School 2026/27 school year. Please
contact Kate on 087-7782538 if interested.

Yours Sincerely,
Joe O Reilly

Principal



